To look back on the past for opportunities for censure and blame is an idle task, and we are not going to pursue it. But the present is with us, and we may attempt to redeem the future. The war is not ended, nor will the demands which directly arise from it promptly cease with the proclamation of peace. Our civilian population is already suffering from a reduction in the provision of medical services, and here it must be said that the limit has been reached. The needs of the immediate future in this respect are urgent.
Prompt Action Called For.
In view of all these circumstances it is imperative that medical students serving in the Army shall be ordered to return to their studies, and shall be instructed that their proper contribution to the national cause is to pursue these studies with zeal, so as to obtain at the earliest possible moment a full legal qualification. If any on due trial should prove themselves lazy or incompetent they can be recalled.to active service, and provision can easily be made to prevent a pretence of medical study being utilised as a shelter for the faint-hearted. The war has proved the necessity for the cultivation of foresight and the long view. This necessity still exists. In the particular direction here contemplated it has a most emphatic importance, for unless we cultivate the medical student to-day we shall look in vain for the medical practitioner of to-morrow, and the failure must have serious consequences for the protection and welfare of the community. 
